
Curriculum 2018/19    Year group subject overview: Year R 
 Communication 

and Language 
Expressive Arts and 

Design 
 

Literacy Mathematics Personal, Social 
and Emotional 

Physical 
Development 

Understanding 
the World 

 
Worship and 
Heartsmart 

Autumn 1 
(7 weeks) 

-Listening and attention 
skills 
-Understanding 
routines, rules and 
boundaries.  
-Using complex 
sentences to express 
thoughts, feelings and 
ideas. 

-Collage self-portraits 
-All about me food plates 
 
 

-Making marks 
for meaning 
-Joining with 
familiar stories, 
songs and 
rhymes. 

-Recognising 
numbers and 
counting to 10. 
-Recognising and 
naming 2D shapes.  

-Our class rules 
-Forming friendships 
-Being independent  
-Communicating with 
others 

-Beginning to use mark 
making tools: pencils, 
pens, crayons, felt tips. 
-Variety of mark-
making activities, mark-
making in sand, gloop, 
shaving foam etc. 
-Taking part in physical 
activities: P.E, Funky 
Fingers, Dough Disco. 

-Have an 
understanding of 
what makes us 
similar to others and 
unique in ourselves. 
-To understand what 
the meaning of 
‘family’ ,‘friends’ 
and ‘myself.’  

R
esponsibility 

  
W

hat is it to be 
heartsm

art? 

All about Me 

Autumn 2 
(5 weeks) 

 
Julia 

Donaldson 

-Listen and respond to 
stories written by Julia 
Donaldson. 
-Repeat refrains and 
anticipate key events in 
stories written by Julia 
Donaldson. 
 

The Gruffalo 
-Design and create your 
own terrible creature. 
-Gruffalo Crumble 
The Snail and the Whale 
-Observational drawing of 
a snail. 
-Salt dough whales and 
snails. 
 

-Beginning, 
middle and end 
of a story. 
-Notice main 
characters, 
events and 
setting of a 
strory. 
-Rhyming silly 
soup. 

-Counting to 10 
and beyond 
-Using shapes 
appropriately for a 
task and beginning 
to look at and 
work with 3D 
shapes. 

-Listening to others 
ideas. 
-Show confidence in 
new social situations – 
trip. 

-Using anti-clockwise 
movements when 
drawing or baking. 

-Create a snail 
habitat. 
-Going on a Gruffalo 
Hunt. 
-Floating and Sinking 
with the Stick Man! T

rust 
 

N
o w

ay through isn’t true 

(3 weeks) 
We can 

celebrate 

-Christmas 
performance 
-Bonfire Night 
-Diwali 

-Exploring instruments 
and creating dance to our 
performance. 

-Letters to Santa 
-Christmas 
rhymes  

-Using shapes to 
create wrapping 
paper 
-Christmas pattern 
crafts 

-Taking on a role in the 
Christmas production 
-Confident in different 
situations 

-Christmas dance 
performance 

-Cultured 
celebrations at 
Christmas 

Spring 1 
(6 weeks) 

Traditional 
Tales 

-Explore Traditional 
Tales. 
-Discuss main features 
in a Traditional Tales. 

-Hot seating. 
-Story masks 

-Exploring 
structures of 
stories 
-Writing 
familiar words 

-Simple number 
problems. 
-Addition 

-Focused circle time 
-Story time role play 

-Exploring P.E 
equipment, 
understanding that it 
needs to be used and 
stored safely. 
-Begin to form letters 
correctly and use them 
in their writing. 

-Audio stories. 
-Interactive stories 

Forgiveness 
 

D
on’t forget 

to let love in
 

Spring 2 
(4 weeks) 

-Create own narrative 
and storyline in play 
-Always using tense 
correctly in speech 
 

-Create their own song to 
match narrative 
-Creating own superhero 
and thinking about 
superpowers their 
superhero would have. 
 

-Writing for a 
purpose. 

-Doubling and 
halving 
-Counting on and 
back 
-3D shapes 

-Sharing thoughts, 
feelings and ideas in a 
group about what 
superpowers we would 
have and why. 

-Athletics, relay racing 
and Sport Day. 

-Completing a simple 
programme on the 
computer and tablet. 
-Understand 
computers can be 
used to retrieve 
information. 
 

                       

Superheroes  
 
 

Physical 
Fortnight 
(2 weeks) 

Summer 1 
(5 weeks) 

-Creating junk model 
transport. 

-Looking at and 
discussing non-

-Counting to 10 
and beyond 

-Role play scenarios 
 

-Team games -Jobs in our local 
area 

T
h

ankfulness 
 Fake 
is a 
m

i
stake 



People Who 
Help Us 

 -Sharing children’s 
experiences of people 
who help us. 
-Asking appropriate 
questions of visitors 

-Drawing and labelling 
‘what I want to be when 
I’m older’ 

fiction books on 
people who help 
us. 

-Using shapes 
appropriately for a 
task and beginning 
to look at and 
work with 3D 
shapes. 

-Exploring 
differences in 
transport 

Summer 2 
(7 weeks) 

-Follow 2 step 
instructions when 
planting. 
-To link statements and 
stick to a main theme 
when talking about 
planting and growing. 

-To design and create 
using natural objects the 
children have collected. 
-Create representation of 
life-cycle of a butterfly. 

-Exploring non-
fiction books 
about growing 
-Create a 
growing diary 

-Ordering and 
counting to 20 
-Estimating  

-Taking turns in role 
play shop 
-Choosing in class 
independently  

-Using throwing and 
catching equipment 
-Throw to a target 

-Exploring pattern 
and change in the 
environment 
-Begin to discuss in 
depth growth, decay 
and changes over 
time. 
-Show care and  
concern for 
caterpillars in class. 

Friendship 
 

Too m
uch selfie 

isn’t healthy
 

We Can 
Grow! 

 
 


