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Maths Activities! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember: Daily practice of numbers 0-20, 
counting forwards and backwards, ordering the 

numbers, talking about numbers that are more or 
less than 20 and recognising the numbers. 

 
Useful websites: 

Topmarks 
White Rose 

Cbeebies: Numberblocks 
Mouses Count -  Ellen Stoll Walsh 

Kippers Toybox - Mick Inkpen 
Incey Wincy Spider Game - Nrich 

 
This week’s maths focus is: 

Taking Away 

Taking Away 
 

Children use real objects to see that the quantity 
of a group can be changed by taking away. 

Encourage children to count out all of the objects 
at the start, take away the required amount 

practically, then recount to see how many is left. 
Encourage your child to continue to use their 

fingers. 
 

The first, then and now structures can also be 
used to assist in applying learning. 

 
Provide plenty of opportunities for counting 
back, play I count you, count game from last 

week. for example; 
10,9,8,7      6,5,4,3 

 
Nursery Rhymes Game 

 
Using some of our favourite nursery rhymes such 

as 10 green bottles use objects/ toys of your 
own to represent the 10 green bottles, knocking 
over 1,2 or 3 at a time or similarly you can use 
the 10 currant buns song, choosing to buy 1,2, 
or 3 each time. Encourage the children to say 

how many are left each time! 
 
 
 
 
 

Pass it on! 
 

You will need: 1-3 sided dice, cubes/ toys, 
siblings/grown ups to play with! 

 
Each player starts with 6 cubes. They roll the 
dice and pass the number they land on, the 
amount of cubes to the person next to them. 
For example, I roll a number 3, I give 3 cubes 
to the person next to me and now I have 3 
left. The winner is the first person to give 

away all their cubes. Encourage the children to 
count how many they have left as they pass 

on their cubes. 
 
Challenge: Use a 6 sided dice and increase 
your number of cubes to 10. 

First, then and now stories! 
 

The first, then and now structure can be used 
to create mathematical stories in meaningful 

contexts - to help us apply our learning better! 
 

An example of a first then and now story: 
First, there were 2 people on the bus. 

Then, 2 people got off the bus.  
Now, there are 0 people on the bus. 

 
Your turn! Show me 5 fingers, then take 
two fingers away.  How many fingers 
now? Did you count them all, 1,2,3? Is 



there another way to count them? We 
know we have started with 5, so when 
two are taken away we are left with 3. 

 
Use first, then and now to create a story of 

the above.. 
 

Challenge: See if you can create your very 
own adding more story using some of your 

favourite toys! 
 
 

 

Digging Deeper! 
 

Following on from our previous maths learning on patterns, I provide you with this challenge!  
 
 

1.) Little Bo Peep has some sheep! First she has 3, then she goes and gets two more! How many sheep does Little Bo Peep now have? 
 
 
 

2.) Miss Grimshaw had 5 cakes, and she wants to add 3 more, how many will she have all together? 
 
 
 

3.) Write me an adding more story for this: 3 people got on the bus, then 3 more. How many people are on the bus all together? 
 
 

FIrst… 
Then… 
Now... 

 


