
Martin Luther King Jr. 

 Thursday 2nd July 

LO: To answer comprehension questions.  



 



 

1. Find and copy a word that means ‘separation based on race’. 

2. In your own words, explain Martin Luther King Jr’s aim. 

3. Give THREE examples of how African-Americans were treated differently from white people. 

4. Why do you think that Martin Luther King Jr. believed it best to carry out non-violent 
demonstrations? 

5. What do you think Martin Luther King Jr. meant when he said he hopes his children will be 
judged by the ‘content of their character’? 

6. Find and copy a word meaning ‘to kill an important person for religious or political beliefs.  

7. How was Martin Luther King Jr. killed? 

8. Why do you think President Reagan declared a public holiday in memory of Martin Luther 
King? 

9. How many people attended Martin Luther King’s funeral? Why do you think this was? 

10. “The time is always right to do what is right!” 

Explain Martin Luther King Jr’s quote in your own words.  

V   I  P E  R S 



 

Nelson Mandela 

Thursday 2nd July / Friday 3rd July 

LO: To answer comprehension questions. 



 
1. What is the anti-apartheid movement? 

2. Tick the boxes to say which are true or false.  

Sentence True False 

In 1952, he was chosen as the National Volunteer - in - chief of the 

Defiance Campaign.  

  

In 1984, the song ‘free Nelson Mandela’ was released and became a 

worldwide anthem for anti– apartheid. 

  

In 1984, black students were allowed to attend university.   

In 1990, Mandela escaped from prison.    



 V   I  P E  R S 

3.  Why has the author put some guidance of how to say the word ‘apartheid’. 

4.  In the Politics and Prison section, the author uses the word ‘boycotted’. What does 

 this mean? 

5.  What was the cause of the boycotting of South Africa by sports teams and 

 entertainment? 

6.  Compare how Nelson Mandela was seen in the Politics and Prison paragraph with how 

 he was seen in the Freedom and Leading South Africa paragraph. How is it different? 

7.  How long was Nelson Mandela imprisoned for? 

8.  Why do you think Mandela wore the Springboks shirt during the rugby world cup in 

 1995 when the team up until then had been all white? 

9.  Why do you think Mandela won the Nobel Peace Prize? Use evidence in the text to 

 support your answer.  

10.  If you had a chance to meet Nelson Mandela, what three questions would you ask him 

 and why? 



 

Rosa Parks 

Friday 3rd July 

LO: To answer comprehension questions.  



 V   I  P E  R S 

1. In the opening paragraph, what word class is ‘comparatively’? 

2. Explain what is meant by the term ‘segregation’. 

3. In the ‘Segregation in America’ section, the author uses the words ‘second-class 

citizens’. Explain what you think this means. 

4. Why did the bus driver as Rosa to move on the bus? 

5. What was the ‘Montgomery Bus Boycott’? 

6. Near the end of the text, the author writes: ‘Rosa’s small actions made history and 

acted as a catalyst for the Civil Rights movement’, what does the author mean by 

‘acted as a catalyst’?  

7. In Rosa’s quote, what was Rosa tired of and why? 

8. Describe Rosa’s characteristics, qualities and personality. Refer to the text and give 

reasons for your answers.  


