
Rosa Parks was born in 1913, and she was raised in Alabama.  Rosa wanted to gain equal rights, so 

she became an outspoken member of the American civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s. She 

is most famous for her actions which sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 
 

When Rosa was a young juvenile, she quickly became aware that people were treated differently.  

She noticed that people were segregated since they had a different colour of skin.  Rosa didn’t like 

how black people were kept apart from white people, nor did she like how people were often treated 

unfairly.   
 

As Rosa grew older, life for African Americans like Rosa was hard.  A set of laws had been 

introduced to give African Americans separate but equal rights, yet there was actually no equality 

whatsoever.  The new laws meant that black citizens and white citizens led very separate lives.  They 

had separate schools, churches, libraries, restaurants, toilets, drinking fountains and waiting rooms. 
 

Once Rosa was a little older, she decided to make a stand for what was right.  Rosa worked incredibly 

hard, for she wanted to put an end to discrimination and segregation.  It was only on 1st December 

1955 that Rosa really sparked change.  After a long day at work, Rosa boarded the bus home and took 

a seat.  The seats at the front of the bus were reserved for white passengers, and the seats at the 

back for black passengers.  If the seats for the white passengers got full, those sitting at the back 

were expected to give up their seats to let a white person sit down instead.  While travelling home, 

she was told to give up her seat for a white person. Rosa refused to stand since she believed she 

should have been entitled to a seat.  The driver was appalled, so he called the police immediately. She 

was arrested and fined for breaking the rules.  Rosa refused to pay, and she argued that it was 

the law that was wrong not her behaviour.  
 

When her story of protest had spread, many thousands of people agreed with her.  Rosa Parks 

earned the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1996 for her act of bravery and defiance.  Rosa Parks 

sadly died in 2005 aged 92, but she will be forever remembered as ‘the first lady of civil rights’.  
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